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The church is the bride of Christ, and John wrote in the Apocalypse that “his wife 

hath made herself ready” (Eph. 5:32; Rev. 19:7). The church of Christ is now 

preparing herself for that heavenly abode with God. 

The Word of God 

The infallible guide for that preparation is the eternal word of God. The Psalmist 

wrote, “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psa. 119:89). In a 

beautiful text the Psalms again say, “Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and 

afterward receive me to glory” (Psa. 73:24). The New Testament gives the 

guidance, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15). And, “All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 

perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (II Tim. 3:16-17). And, further, 

Peter pointed out, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 

glory and virtue” (II Pet. 1:3). 

The Works to Glory 

The works in which the faithful are now engaged will follow them on to glory. 

John wrote, “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are 

the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labours; and their works do follow them” (Rev. 14:13). 

The Work in Glory 

The servants of God shall continue to serve him and reign with him in heaven. 

Again, John revealed, “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 

and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see 

his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; 

and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 

light: and they shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 22:3-5). 



The Worship in Glory 

The church continues its worship of God in heaven. John wrote, “And when those 

beasts [living creatures, ASV] give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on 

the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down 

before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, 

and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 

receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:9-11). “And I beheld, and I heard the 

voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the 

number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 

riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every 

creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 

in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, 

and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 

and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell 

down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever” (Rev. 5:11-14). “And all 

the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 

and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: 

Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 

might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 7:11-12). 

The Woes are Gone 

The sad and sometimes painful distractions of this present life will give way to the 

blissful scenes of heaven. In the very comforting passage in Revelation 21:1-5, 

John foretold, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and 

the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 

holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 

shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 

things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 

things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 

 



The Way is Given 

The church is the vestibule of heaven. Hebrews teaches, “But ye are come unto 

mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 

innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 

spirits of just men made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 

and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel” (Heb. 

12:22-24). John said, “Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. 

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me 

that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God” (Rev. 

21:9-10). 

The Winning of Glory 

The redeemed of every nation shall bring their glory into heaven. Again, in 

Revelation 21:24-26 the Bible says, “And the nations of them which are saved 

shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 

honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be 

no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.” 

The Will of God 

The ones who may enter heaven are those who obey God’s will or do his 

commandments, “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 

right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city” (Rev. 

22:14). 

 


